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Schedul e

8:30 Registration & Refreshments
Pl ant I D Q8hzubesabnfidgiiRhg KRPQRRex & Kent Mil

9: 00 Wel come & Opening Comment s
Dr . Dal e Rollins, Director
Rick Snipes, President , RPQRF

9: 20 Depart for Tour

Stop 1: Water Harvesting Strategies
2011 Weathell atydRRQRRSst e
Spreader DamsiBarQueditl Kbaeannese c ke
Sprinklers to EnhanicBealMi cRoolhlaibnist at s f or
Hadcutting Mesquit ealaes RoQulaiins Houses"

Stop 2Bur PaGrcazing during Drought
Cows & Quail: Drought Strains the Rel a
Veget at i oinD aRvees pBoanrsree
Grazingobalvav iBanmrr e
| nsect I1Rxhsrpiosntsiene Li tt on

Quai l RBapoes e Koennecke
Quai l Re s p onisBes ctkoy Wiulzd fcikrae s
Stop 3: Modi fying -WakterRdrFrbiugé®s for Quail
Noon: Catered lunch & Poster Session
Updat es:

Operation |l diopa$theve DRPrésiney Updat e
Parasit @ DRid e aRrod H i ns
Di seaseiDealse aRalhl i ns
Predation Research
Coyot el MRir&kt sTys on
Raptor RRecky chher ki ns
Rai nf al IiJiamsownr alrochen s o n
Quai | MabDsetbeir sSi mpson & Mackey Mor gan
Bobwhite-ABriSgamgpgson, G. Jennings, F. Pri

Stop 4: Mi scel l aneous
Phodgwrveill anteogtl. feadesse
Suppl ementationi®at heat LEgennRakeon
|l ncreasing efflilcdaydclyaomdstfeeeder s
Horned Lizard AbdBmadahey dtawRRQRR
Noharget Brush ResponseDawe PBarcrkd v Pear

Return to HQ
Review plant qui z
Distribute CEU certificates



Tour r out e

@ Lunch

Farm:tosMarket:611:1

Texas Orthoimagety, Program Ooo —m
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Imagery Date: 3/30/2008 & | 1996 14 S 354234.48 m E 3620230.63 m N elev 2143 ft Eye alt 26309 it




20&8The Year I n Revi ew

LIl oyd LaCost e, RPQRR

Rainfall I's thought to account for a | arge
the grips of a La Nina weather pattern for qu
tern causes Texas tyeabermonmnfand &awvyer ageTlheoer3G
From September 2009 through August 2010 RPQRR
from September 2010 through August 2011 we ha
Janudwey hlave received 2.71 inches of rainfal
that were over 100 degrees Fahrenheit. Thi s
grees Fahrenheit.
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The State of the Quail

Dal e Rollins, RPQRR

|l 6m tired of making history. Quai l popul a
popul ations across Texas, and also here at RP
have stymied any reproductidwayefdown. @ud op
call counts were only about 20% what they hav
hens alive on May 1, only 11 attempted a nest
weeks after hatching, no chicks were observed
(grasshoppers) were 90% | ess than that obser
call counts, trapping success, and f al helic
optimistic any-iwinplrloviendd isciatueata ommuc h

| can only ofdet) towoaifposenjtoyedogreater su
of the | ow nesting rate) and (2) given that n
(perhaps all) adult birds, their output per i
rates, greater renesting).
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Quai l Statistics

Since RPQRR was started in 2007, we have i
abundance over time; these efforts include he
marrkecaptur da(hdeidndilrelg), radio telemetry, du
side cWeunstesek to determine which of these pr o\
ti me and expense of conducting the count s.

Hel i copter counts

Every Year we
one in the fall (
the same transect
miles, using a te
Wil dlife Research
on March 13, 2011
cal to the count
Spring of 2010 we
will take place i

Roadside Count s

Roadsi de count soyaorue seianspyl yt od rciovned uac tpr escr i |
mor ni ngafotrerlnaotoen hours and couMe trlReemt mMbear f

four times during September; two duriThg@ morni
number of Dbirds observed per mile is an index
Texas Parks and Wildlife Departmemht ebrobbgsst
across much of wdastRPaQRR,s omet hc efuienix @ sarl oountge st,woi .1
feast o and fAwesto | i neutro hqaibveda aus i gr eqauti e re rda &
of the ranch to the other, with the western h
es") than the eaBhertnalplag tbelfow heeo mmaarcehs TP WD
quail per 20 mile route to RPQRRO6s.
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Spring Whistle Counts

RPQORR, 206BL*
6
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2008 2009 2010 2011

*2011 data through €27-11

Cal | Count s

Call counts can be used to index abundance
conducted at 25 calll count stations or Amil e
ranch is divided into 2 transects: a West | in
12 mile markers. Cal I counts were conducted
tinued until July 28, 2011. Counts averaged
down considerably from 2010 (5.3 roosters/ st
Survival

We usemarakded bobwhites for several aspects
include monitoring surswiewalf ircatnmeos,t add tteyr, midmicn
ments and spati al use of habitat, and nesting
trapping effort and females during our spring
vival period as November 1 through February 7
ed at 41% while juvenile males was esti mated
2010 for adult males, but juvenile males enjo
The summer female survival went from April 1
survival rate of 67% while juvenile females h

about 3X greater than those observed in 2010
|l i kely reflect the survival costs associated



Trapping success at RPORR
Fall period, 2004.0
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Birds/100 trap nights

N =1088, 1271, and 1480 trayghts for 200810, respectively

Fall Call Count Summary
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Bobwhite Survival - Winter 2010
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Bobwhite Survival — Spring-Summer
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Nesting Effort by Female Age Class

RPQRR Summer 2011
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Dummy Nest s

We conduct dummy ests to get an idea of n

May and June, when quail are nesting. This ye

Rangel and. This yearods dummy nest results wer

year 64% of the nests survived compared to th
a

l and, 87% survived | ast year compared to this

Dummy nest survival (%)

HOLENG 2010 vs. 2011

QUAIL
—a
RESEARCH RANCH

Rangeland habitat CRP habitat

56% 87% 31% 64%

N = 72 nests N = 72 nests



STOP

Water Harvest.|

we depart for Stop 1, no
your right. These were ins
nfall has prevented them
Ai ken Ranch (in drought




Water Harvesting Strategies

Barrett Koennecke, RPQRR

Il n the Fall of 2010 we created 148 spreade
enrich microhabitats for quail (via vegetatio
seeded sever-ahddwtfamroenntplcandls i nto the dams,
fl ower, cowpen daisy, prickly poppy, hairy ve
dry weather and seed consumption by winter mi
Only IT1llinois bundleflower has seen any notab
seedling plums to act as a permanent cover bu
against that idea at | east for this growing s
spreader dams wil |l increase the Ausabl e space

An Evaluation of Sprinklers to Provide
Dal e Rollins, RPQRR

Given the acutely dry weather and high ten
sprinklers and attached them to water faucets
determine i f sprinkled plots would provide at
food availability and/or a cooler microhabita
hal f of the r esulsteiendge dc iGecrlmea na At | byreot & cheeaSsptih @ & <
been irrigated thrice weekly for 10 hours per
t he plots. Soil temperatures are typically 2
soil adjacent to the plots.



